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Brussels, January 20, 2008

Comcerning the farmation of the Office of the Roval Explorer, enfrusted with the faxk of
warevrlling the deadiock around the Belpian and Fwropean ( apisi

Highly respecied members of the jury,

As yoo mught harve heard or read, the Belgan pavibon o the exhibinon grounds in Vensce
celebrated s centennal bxst year. Nobody wiould have expected, however, that already the year
afier. # very custence would be st stake Today, the spectre of diversity s raging through the
Belgan nanon, shaking its very mono-dentical foundation. All over the country, commun ities are
unreservedly mumng thew conscxousncis sbout therr own specific cultural iWdentiny and reclamm the
nghts for ther memberns 1o freehy expres themsehves, move around and setile wherever they wani
0. As a comsegoence, the Belgan naton s facieg the difficult and treumatc task w0 re-found
itself a5 a motheriand that embraces all s diverse sdentities. At the same time, brother nations all
over Egrope are standimg by and are wondenng what will be the outcome of this glonous bde
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The architectural professios can no knger remam & pesuve and impeetal ohserver m the face
of thus long-swaded rebath of the different Belgan commurnoties. Nat only bocause archiecture
too has become a regonalized affar sad o today directly governed by those communities (each
with thewr own master-bailder, architecture institute, yearbook and so on). Bat also in thewr daily
bulding practce, archaects mcressmgly have o deal with the acoclerated demand of Belgiam's
communitses for expressmg therr architectural sdentimy and protect ther geographical mtegnny
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For this reason, we, members of BAVO, have taken upon ourselves the unpopulsr task of
organung an eiploration rousd on the most acuze, stubbom and sublime problem of Belgum
the current deadlock berwoon Brussels, capetal of all Belgan commanimes, and s Flermish
hinteriand. Brussels is expenencing increasng difficulry 1o fulfil all of its obligatory rokes as
polmxal, economic, cultural and peograph capital of Belpum without infringmg oo the nght 1o
diversaty and termtonal micgry of the surmoundng Flemish communmes. Moreover, the fact that
M 5 also the capaal of Ewrope as woll a3 Belguum s only global cimy causes Hrussels 1o overflow
and contaminaie its wider metropolitan arce even more. 1 thes puts the already tonse and shewed
reiabonshp berween Brussels and the surroundmg Flemndh sefthoments ander cven more aram,
opscting 3 mbabiants. And bow could they nat” The nght of Belgrum's communines o their
difference should pever agam be suppressed! Understandably . thrs crosas has 1oday progressed 1o
the posnt that n makes the coumtry virtually wngovernable

9

INFORMAL

MEETING =

ROOM ROUND TABLE

7

DOCUMENTATION

As seif-sppomnted Royal Explorers, our amm 13 to de-mane thes deadiock and cun the economuc,
politcal, socul, cultarsl snd geograpbacal Gordmn knot that Brusscls has become For this, we
have set op a three-step plan Firu, we will bear actors, takeholders and observers on thew
views 00 the ones, as well & comull them on poswbile ways ow of the deadlock. Secomd, the
fendings of these heanings will be publcly discossed 50 as t measare their plausibiliny and
populariry. Therdly, based oo the lanier, we wnll detormme posable trajoctones that arce able to
once agam socure the peaceful cosxrstonce betwoen Brussels and the surrounding common ties,
withoes the nghts o drversry of the Laner being offended We will then mfiem the relevant
mmesters on both the faderal and regonal levels abowt the outcome of our exploraton round, so
that he or she can ke sppropraic acbhon

And what betier place and teme 1o undertahe ths most sermible project than o the 11°
Architreture Bicosale in Veaice” Fira. the heavenly peace of the Belgian Pavilion allows us. as
well as the particpants and visators, to reflect upon Brusse b’ predicament from a healthy
drstance, far removed from the emotional debates &t home Second. the Bienmale allows us 1o tap
drverury . For the duration of the 11* archrtecture beennale we will thus take office in the Belgan
pavilbon The laner wnll be refarteshed mio the headqueartens of the Roval Explorer «o as 1o
allow @ 10 cxocute cur task W the best of owr abilitees, 25 well o 0 offer w archaece of all
nations of the world the wnigue opportonty (o haptscally and mentally experence i ose-on-onc
fasheon the conditions m whach thee Belgpan collcagues have 1o oporate on & day-to-day bass and
belp them o wvert ways (o cope with it Facilitres (hat wall be provided m the pavilion mclude »
space for beariogy. o press room, & roasd able. the cabiset of the Royal Explorers, s
confrsios char, o seditoriam. » documentation and copy crnire o informal mecting
om. § Feceptios Mom. o asscuncer’ s room. wd whatever clae that 13 deemed nocesaary s
the Royal Explorers w secooed o thew musauon.
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To conclade, & royal exploren, ft & ouwr soleme am end most intense dewre o pave the way for
an endarmg freedom among Belgan communtics by cormecting the asymmetrical power rebation
that have been allowed o develop between Brussels and its hinterland We are proed 1o be
ontrusied with this roval task and will cory #t ot m 8 determimed ver prdent gpanit

Weh hugh regarda,
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